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Country Reports

SINGAPORE  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION

Lee Yik VOON*1

Membership

The Singapore Medical Association (SMA) is 
currently 6,200 members and growing. There are 
approximately 10,500 registered medical profes-
sionals and about 1,300 to 1,500 medical students  
in Singapore, and SMA membership represents 
approximately 50% of all registered medical 
practitioners in Singapore. SMA represents 60% 
of locally trained doctors, and about 30% of 
foreign trained ones. One of SMA’s challenges is 
making it meaningful for foreign trained foreign 
doctors to become members in their limited time  
here. A recent student membership drive has been  
extremely successful, with over 1,000 medical 
students signing up. This represents approxi-
mately 75% of total medical student population 
in Singapore.

Events

Through organising events, SMA aims to build 
relevance and tangible benefits for members.  
This is done via increasing frequency of courses 
throughout the year to impact more members, 
increasing type of events throughout the year to 
reach a wider group of members, and creating 
price differentials between members and non-
members. Events held in 2012 include Special 
Interest Talks (which focus on humanitarian 

aspects of medical care), SMA Annual Dinner,  
43rd SMA National Medical Convention: HealThy  
Mind, HealThy Life, Death Certification Course, 
Medical Expert Witness Course, Private Practice 
Symposium, and so on.

Publications and New Media

SMA has two monthly publications, Singapore 
Medical Journal and SMA News, which both 
underwent a revamp in content and layout in 
2012. SMA also has a presence on Facebook, at: 
http://www.facebook.com/singaporemedicalasso 
ciation.

Feedback

In September 2012, Singapore’s Lemon Law came  
into force. It aimed to provide more options in 
terms of recourse for both consumers and retail-
ers through additional remedies. SMA wrote to 
Consumers Association of Singapore (CASE)  
to clarify queries about the law, with regard to 
medical services, medicines and medical devices.  
CASE replied that medical services, like all  
other kinds of services, are not subjected to the 
Lemon Law, while the other two are covered  
under the law. This information was disseminated  
to membership via the October 2012 issue of 
SMA News.

*1	 Honorary Assistant Secretary, Singapore Medical Association, Singapore (sma@sma.org.sg).
This article is based on a presentation made as the Report of Activities by each NMA at the 48th CMAAO Mid-term Council, Macau, China, on 
November 9, 2012.
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